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CHATTER
Issues with Youth in Our Community…and How You Can Help:

ACE Mentoring

Do You Want to Make a Difference As a Foster or Adoptive Parent?

Juvenile Detention Center Programming

As Juvenile Court Judge, I hear many comments about the youth in our various 
communities across Sandusky County, and Ballville Township is no exception.  I always try 
to take a positive approach when addressing these topics, as we have literally thousands 
of young people doing great things, with so many positive goals, activities, and plans. 

There is also a small group of kids who engage in delinquent or criminal behavior, who work their way 
through our system. Most of these kids make minor mistakes, similar to what we may have done at 
their age…while others have more serious or dangerous offenses we must deal with more severely. 
All told, we have fewer than 100 kids on juvenile probation across the entire county, with a handful of 
them cycling in and out of the Juvenile Detention Center, or receiving other higher level punishment.

Beyond kids getting in trouble, we also have an ongoing caseload of children who are neglected, 
abused, or dependent that are also part of our system, through Children Services investigations 
and complaints. We always make every effort to place these children with some appropriate family 
or extended kin placement, if at all possible. When that cannot happen, the remaining option is 
placement with a foster family. These placements are typically short-term, but some can extend 
for a year or more…and occasionally can create an option for those considering adoption.

To assist all of these young people, there are numerous local opportunities for those 
of you interested in helping…whether that be by mentoring a youth, serving as a 
foster parent, or providing some type of informal programming for kids in the JDC.

Please see the information below for a few examples for anyone interested in 
exploring these possibilities further. You may also e-mail me directly if you have any 
further questions or suggestions on how to assist the youth of our community.

Thanks, Judge Brad Smith - JudgeSmith@SanduskyCountyOH.gov

ACE (Assisting Children to Excel) Mentoring is a school based, career mentoring program at 
Fremont Middle School and Fremont Ross High School. Students are matched with mentors from the 
community. The program is designed to help students succeed academically and offers them another 
caring adult as a support system. ACE Mentoring promotes relationships, encourages student success, 
and decreases the dropout rate. Our children are fortunate to live in a community that cares about their 
future and well-being, and mentors serve from every sector of our county. For more info, see school 
website  www.FremontSchools.net, or contact Susan Frye at: (419) 334-5484  fryes@fremontschools.net

Are you someone that wants to step up and make a difference in a child’s life? These kids need you! 
Find out how to become a foster or adoptive parent by calling or emailing Sandusky County Children 
Services and they will walk you through the process!  Phone: (419) 334-8708 or email: JFS Sandusky-
County-Foster-Adopt@jfs.ohio.gov

The Sandusky County JDC welcomes outside assistance in providing guest speakers, hands-
on life skill training, or other programs to the youth being held temporarily in detention. If 
you have a particular area of knowledge (think financial literacy, success after difficult lived 
experience, etc.) and would be willing to share with our residents…or if you have hands-
on knowledge (think music, carpentry, darts, art, etc.) and want to demonstrate, reach out to:
Director Warren Brown, at: (419) 334-6499 or WBrown@SanduskyCountyOH.gov
Asst. Director Sarah Lewis, at: (419) 333-6924 or SLewis@SanduskyCountyOH.gov
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Township Contact 
Information

Township address - 2220 
Tiffin Rd., Fremont, OH

Township House phone 
number is 419-332-7830

Township email address 
trustees@ballville.org

Township Trustee meeting 
dates are the first and third 
Tuesday of each month

Township shop hours are 
Monday through Friday
7:00 am to 3:30 pm
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Township Financial Update

Trustee Corner

Zoning and Planning

David P. Stotz was a Ballville 
Township Trustee for over 
20 years.  He was known 
for his calm demeanor and 
his infectious smile. He was 
a 1959 graduate of Saint 
Joseph Catholic High School 
and a lifelong member of the 
Fremont Elks.  He retired as a 
Pipefitter from Local 50.  He 
had a love for sports, especially 
golf, and was a huge fan of the 
University of Michigan football 
team.   Dave passed away 
unexpectedly, on June 29, 2019.

2023 to date has seen dozens 
of approved permits for 
homes, garages and various 
accessory structures. Our 
Board of Zoning Appeals 
has heard a number of 
requests that fall outside of 
our zoning code, and our 

Upcoming Tax Levy and What it 
Means to the Township. 

On June 6 th 2023, the 
Board of Trustees of Ballville 
Township passed a resolution 
declaring the necessity,
for the purpose of current 
operating expenses, to 
levy a Renewal tax. This

Dave’s greatest love was for 
his family.  He has four children, 
Tom, Amy, Jenni and Matt. He 
cherished spending time with 
them.  Due to his outstanding 
service to Ballville Township 
his family and friends have 
contributed to a memorial 
lovingly called “Dave’s Place”, 
located at Conner Park.  The 
purpose of Dave’s Place is to be 
able to sit and peacefully enjoy 
the beauty of the park and 
the solitude of your thoughts.  
The memorial is currently

Ballville Zoning Commission 
continues to work on 
updates and changes to our 
Zoning Resolution. All of 
these members work for 
the betterment of Ballville 
Township’s residents and 
businesses. 

Renewal Levy will generate
$211,936.00 a year for the 
next five years, based on the 
County Auditor’s assessed 
valuation of the Township.
This is a renewal levy and 
the tax rate will remain 
the same, which means 
no additional taxes will be
levied.

underway, with an 
undetermined completion 
date.  Trustee Kusmer designed 
Dave’s Place and the township 
maintenance workers led by 
Superintendent Bill Lagrou 
are converting this 4 year 
old project into a reality.  We 
encourage all Ballville residents 
to stop by and watch the 
development of Dave’s Place.

Please email zoning@ballville.
org or call 419.680.1366 
with any zoning questions. 
To view and print a zoning 
permit request, please visit 
our website at ballville.org 
and click the Zoning tab. 

This money is currently 
nearly 60% of the townships 
general revenue for the 
year. This money is used
for maintaining services 
at the township parks, 
zoning expenses and 
cemetery maintenance.
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Business Feature

Universal Farms
Family owned and operated 
is the essential core of 
Universal Farms LLC.  Owner, 
Doug Crowell has been a 
Ballville resident for about 
52 years.  His grandparents 
farmed approximately 400 
acres, including sugar beets, 
cabbage, corn, wheat, and 
soybeans along with tending 
to cows, hens and selling 
eggs.  They were the model 
for his work ethic which he 
has now passed onto his sons.  
Doug Jr. works full-time at 
Fremont Fire Department, 
Tim works full-time at 
Sandusky Fire Department 
and Craig works full-time 
at Toledo Fire Department, 
as well as working at the 
business on the side.  Doug 
has 9 grandchildren ranging 
in age from 20 to 2 years old.  

Doug worked at the Sugar 
Beet Plant for about 10 years 
until he had the opportunity 
to work as a firefighter at 
Fremont, Fire Department.  As 
if being a full-time firefighter 
wasn’t enough, he started out 
mowing and landscaping for 
Mr. Niggemyer.  He farmed and 
rented some acreage, but that 
didn’t pay the bills.  It didn’t 
take long for Doug to decide 
that he knew he wanted 
to own his own business.  
Mowing and nursery stock 
evolved into landscaping.  He 
attended several surrounding 
educational institutions in 
order to grow his own business 
from mowing/landscaping 
into recycling material for 
residential and commercial 
sales.  Initially, he got rid of a 
lot of extra material by burning 
it, until he realized he could

recycle that excess material 
and make his own product.  At 
that time, he decided to scrap 
the actual landscaping part of 
the business and go “all in” 
with waste recycling.  In 1992, 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), required his 
business to obtain a license 
and has been compliant ever 
since.  They are the only private 
licensed facility to hold a Class 
III license, in Sandusky County.  
He is licensed to accept brush, 
grass, leaves, pallets, cardboard, 
all organic material, manure, 
and agricultural waste to 
name a few.  When material 
is dropped off it is extremely 
important to make sure 
it isn’t contaminated with 
material that doesn’t qualify 
to be recycled.  The EPA has 
the ability to levy heavy fines 
against the business if the 
material is contaminated.  
Dealing with the regulatory 
agencies is the most 
frustrating part of the business.

The waste recycling exploded 
and he now holds commercial 
contracts with the City of 
Fremont, Ballville Township, 
Green Springs, and Jackson 
Township.  For the most part 
all of the material is brought 
to them with the exception 
of some off-site grindings.   

If he could go back in time and 
make a change to the business, 
it would be to scrap some of 
the things they did early on and 
do what they are doing now.  
Providing and manufacturing 
products in Sandusky County 
hits home, “anything you can 
do locally at a fair price is 
better,” according to Doug.

Doug enjoys being self-
employed working at home, 
cultivating something that 
isn’t worth anything, into 
something that is worthwhile.  
He enjoys nature, camping, 
parks, traveling and his 
community.  The Crowell 
family suffered a devastating 
blow two years ago, when 
Doug’s wife, Pep passed away 
unexpectedly.  Pep worked 
for Sandusky County Adult 
Probation for 16 years before 
she came “home” to the farm 
to work. Doug expressed that 
Pep was equally important to 
the business and anyone who 
knew her was better off for 
knowing her.  Universal Farms 
is a “family affair” and she 
was the core.  Doug offered 
that he is slowly backing away 
from the business.  Although 
he believes he will always be 
involved, he hopes to slow 
down as his children and 
grandchildren are old enough 
to dig in, work hard and not be 
afraid to get their hands dirty.  

When asked if he would 
run for Ballville Township 
Trustee, he smiled and said, 
“Never say never, but at this 
point I like where I am at.”

If you have material that fits 
the criteria for recycling make 
sure you take it to Universal 
Farms at 219 E. Stahl Rd., they 
are open Monday thru Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  They 
do offer free brush drop off 
dates for Ballville residents, 
the last two for this year 
are on Saturday, September 
9th from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
and Saturday, November 
11th from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
  

The Trustee would like to 
feature businesses located in 
Ballville in our newsletters 
each time we publish.  

If you are a business 
located in Ballville Township 
and would like to be 
featured in our newsletter 

please send a letter of interest 
or email to the Trustees 
(trustees@ballville.org).

BALLVILLE CHATTER
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Ballville Cemeteries

The Oakwood Cemetery 
Columbarium Niches will 
be available for purchase 
when the unit is delivered in 
September 2023.  Price for 
the spaces include the niche, 
open and close of cremation, 
front name plate, plus one 
engraving.  A single cremation 
niche will cost $2,000.  A 
double cremation niche is 
$2,500.  For more information 
about the Oakwood 
Cemetery Columbarium, 
contact Sexton Chad Lindsay 
at 419-680-4050 (text or call).

I would like to take this time 
and say Thank You to our part-
time and seasonal workers at 
Ballville Township for this year.  
Without their hard work and 
dedication, there is no possible 
way we could have made the 
cemeteries and parks look 
the way they do.  Mowing and 
trimming is one of our most 
tedious jobs to do during the 
spring, summer and fall.  They 
all did a great job for Ballville 
Township.  Our Oakwood 

Cemetery workers Tony Baez, 
Jim Foos, Ryleigh Satterlee, 
Chris Snider and Kerry 
Wood mowed and trimmed 
around stones all summer, 
keeping Oakwood looking 
good.  They even assisted 
with burials at the cemetery.  

Clayton Stull has been a part-
time employee at Conner 
Park for the last two years at 
Ballville Township.  Cleaning 
the shelters and restrooms,

mowing and trimming, 
lining baseball diamonds 
for games were some 
of his responsibilities.  

We will be saying goodbye to 
Tony Baez as he heads back 
to college. Clayton Stull and 
Ryleigh Satterlee are going 
back to high school.   Jim, Chris 
and Kerry will help during the 
late summer and fall months.

Road Superintendent

Part-Time and Seasonal Workers:

Ballville Township upcoming Brush Drop Off events:  Universal Farms, 219 E. Stahl Road, Fremont.

Christmas Tree Drop Off starts on December 26, 2023 through January 15, 2024.  Event will take 
place at Conner Park.

Leaf collection will start on November 1, 2023.  Please have your leaves raked into windrows 
next to the road so our road crew can clean up.  We will do 3-4 sweeps through the entire 
township. 

Date Time

Saturday, September 9, 2023        8:00 am - 12:00 pm

Saturday, November 11, 2023        8:00 am - 12:00 pm

Saturday,  April 13, 2024                8:00 am - 12:00 pm

Saturday, May 11, 2024               8:00 am - 12:00 pm
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2023 Ballville Township Candidates Meet and Greet

Solar Eclipse - Save the Date

Ballville Car Show

Ballville Volunteer Fire 
Department will be hosting 
Candidates Night on October 
5th at the Ballville Fire 
Community Hall (1413 W. 
Cole Rd.) starting at 7:00 p.m.  

Come out and meet the 
candidates.  The panel of 
candidates will have the 
opportunity to explain 
why they decided to run 
for an elected position and

respond to prepared questions.  
At the end of the forum we 
will open questions up to the 
audience, to ask the candidates.

Ballville Township Park 
Board Members are working 

The Ballville Township Park 
Board Members have worked 
hard to bring a car show to 
Conner Park.  On September 
30th there will be, an “All 
Wheel Car Show” featuring 

on an agenda for the 
April 8, 2024 Solar Eclipse.

antique and classic wheeled 
vehicles, from 9:00 a.m. 
until 2:00 p.m.  This is a 
family event guaranteed to 
entertain residents of all ages. 
Food trucks are available to

The details will be published 
in the April 2024 newsletter.

purchase drinks, snacks 
and food.  Be sure to mark 
your calendars and tell 
your neighbors and friends.


