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The Chair’s Corner

The winter of 2023-2024 has been a quiet one for 
the Township.  The weather has been mild limiting 
the need to plow and salt our roads.  This has 
allowed the crews to catch up on maintenance 
getting ready for the spring’s work load. 

With the warmer winter, we have been able to 
work on Chudzinski-Johannsen Park completing 
the dirt work on the pond and building out the 
walking paths.  In June the Western Liner company 
will complete the pond and our workers with finish 
dressing up the pond for the summer months.

We have also worked on the upper parking lot 
getting it ready to pave in July/August.  Once 
completed, we can open the upper road to 
the public for parking.  All the park work is 
paid for by a grant through the State of Ohio.

Completion of the Buchanan Road storm system 
project was done over the winter to alleviate 
drainage problems in the area.  The Timpe 
Road storm sewer project will be finalized this 
summer and put out for bids.  The project is 
three-quarters of a mile long to correct the 
flooding in this area.  The project is being paid by 
a Federal Grant secured through the Township.

The Township’s Zoning Commission has 
been reviewing the present zoning resolution 
and are working on a new up-date of this 
document.  This has not been done since the 
zoning resolution was adopted in June of 1971.

Plans to bring Oakwood cemetery up to proper 
standard of care have been worked on all winter.  
A new columbarium has been installed with two 
additional columbariums to be added in the summer.   

We have applied for a grant to help in the 
reconstruction of the roads in the old section of 
the cemetery.  Announcements for any awarding 
of this grant will not be made until next winter.

Ballville was successful in obtaining an OPWC grant 
for paving Buchanan Road from the city limits to 
Cole Road.  We are also the lead township on a new 
concept creating a Co-op with the other townships 
to bid paving projects.  This year we will be bidding 
the  paving of six township projects together, under 
one contract.  The contract cost is estimated at 
$946,200 with 8.93 miles of work.  Our goal is to 
get a better price with a larger number of roads 
in the contract, saving all the townships money.

The Trustees, Fiscal Officer and the employees of 
Ballville Township are always working to improve 
the quality of life for our residents.   It has always 
been our goal to make Ballville Township an 
enjoyable community to live in each and every year.

BALLVILLE TOWNSHIP 
TRUSTEES:

CHAIRMAN ~ BOB KUSMER 

VICE CHAIRMAN ~ RICH FARMER

TRUSTEE ~ MARY ANN RESER

Township Contact 
Information

Township address - 2220 
Tiffin Rd., Fremont, OH

Township House phone 
number is 419-332-7830

Township email address 
ballville@gmail.com

Township Trustee meeting 
dates are the first and third 
Tuesday of each month

Township shop hours are 
Monday through Friday
7:00 am to 3:30 pm
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Buchanan Road Storm Sewer Project   

The pond construction by Ballville Township’s crews

Bob Kusmer, Chairman Board of Trustees
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Nature Gas Aggregate Program

Zoning and Planning

Ballville Township on August 1, 
2023 engaged Trebel Energy to 
create a natural gas aggregate 
program for the residents of 
the township.  After adopting 
the proper language for the 
resolution, the trustees put 
the program on the November 
2023 ballot for a vote.  The 
resolution was approved 
in the general election and 
our program was submitted 
to PUCO.  In January of 
2024 we received approval 
of our natural gas program.  
Trebel Energy will be  putting

2023 saw dozens of 
approved permits for 
homes, garages, and various 
accessory structures. Our 
Ballville Zoning Commission 
continues to work on updates  

our program out to bid by July 
/ August of this year.  Our goal 
is to have a gas company under 
contract before the fall season.

There are gas companies 
contacting Ballville residents 
trying to sign them up on a 
natural gas aggregate program 
now.  To date, we do not have 
a company under contract and 
these are not our program.  
These gas companies’ prices 
are higher than Ballville 
Township’s program will be.   
Please be aware of their tactics

and changes to our Zoning 
Resolution, with valued input 
by Ballville residents.   

Please email zoning@ballville.
org or call 419.680.1366 with  

and read their literature 
carefully.  When our program 
is in place, we will contact the 
residents through Facebook, 
our website, Ballville.org and 
through a special addition 
of the newsletter.  You 
will receive a card to opt-
out of the program by our 
contracted gas company.  If 
you have any questions, 
please contact the Ballville 
Township House at 419-332-
7830 for more information.

any zoning questions. To 
view and print a zoning 
permit request, please visit 
our website at ballville.org 
and click the Zoning tab.

2024 Brush Drop Off Schedule

Universal Farms
219 E. Stahl Road
Fremont, OH 43420
419-334-9546 

Date Time

Week Long Event - July 8 to July 12, 
2024 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday, July 13, 2024 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

Saturday, September 14, 2024 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

Saturday, November 9, 2024 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

mailto:zoning%40ballville.org?subject=
mailto:zoning%40ballville.org?subject=
https://www.ballville.org/
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Road Paving for the Year 2024

Mowing of Roads and Ditches

Park Shelter Rentals

Buchanan Road from E. Cole Road to Fremont City limits.  Issue 2 road paving grant.

Westwood Drive - Milling the current road and repaving.

Saner Drive - Milling the current road and repaving.

Fennimore Street - Milling the current road and repaving.

Upton Road - Milling the current road and repaving.

Ditch / Road mowing will be done 4-5 times during the mowing season.  Please slow 
down and move over when you have to overtake one of these tractors.

Shelter House rentals are being taken for the 2024 spring / summer / fall season.  To 
make a reservation, call 419-332-7830.  Ballville Township Resident prices are $50.00 
and non-residents are $60.00.  

BALLVILLE CHATTER
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COLUMBUS, Ohio – As Ohioans await the first day of 
Spring, the Ohio Department of Commerce Division 
of State Fire Marshal and Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources remind residents of the importance of adhering 
to the state’s burn ban regulations, which take effect today, 
March 1, and last through May. Enacted approximately 70 
years ago to safeguard property, the environment, and lives, 
the burn ban is a necessary measure to prevent outdoor 
fires that can quickly get out of control.

“Safety is a responsibility we all share,” State Fire Marshal 
Kevin Reardon said. “That’s why it is critical that Ohioans 
understand and appreciate the significant risks associated 
with fires, especially during more vulnerable times 
of the year, and that they adhere to these important 
restrictions. Together, we can protect our communities and 
environment.”
 
“Most people don’t know that Ohio has a spring fire 
season,” said Greg Guess, fire program administrator and 
assistant chief for the ODNR Division of Forestry. “As 
we enter the spring season, we ask that Ohioans increase 
their awareness of the risks of outdoor burning and make 
themselves aware of seasonal regulations. This way, we can 
help to keep Ohio safe from wildland fires in 2024.”
 
Ohio Revised Code 1503.18 prohibits most open burning 
in unincorporated areas during the months of March, 
April, May, October, and November between the hours 
of 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. This specific timeframe is chosen 
due to conditions that make these periods particularly 
susceptible to wildfires such as dry vegetation and often 
windy conditions. The prohibition during daylight hours 
aims to minimize fire risk when these conditions are most 
pronounced. The statewide burn ban does not supersede 
more stringent local ordinances within city or village 
limits, where open burning may be further restricted or 
prohibited entirely. If a fire does escape control, individuals 
should immediately contact the local fire department. An 
escaped wildfire, even one burning in grass or weeds, is 
dangerous.

Certain materials are always banned from being burned, 
especially those that can release harmful pollutants into 
the environment. Food waste, dead animals, and materials 
containing rubber, grease, asphalt, or petroleum should 
never be burned. There are exceptions to and exemptions 
from Ohio’s burn ban, such as cooking fires, heating tar, or 
training fires conducted by firefighting personnel. Residents 
should check the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency’s 
open burn regulations prior to any outdoor fire and consult 
with local fire officials about burning conditions in the area.

Ohio’s burn ban has been instrumental in reducing the 
occurrence of wildfires and other uncontrolled outdoor 
fires, protecting both natural resources and communities. 
Violating the burn ban can result in significant fines and 
even criminal charges, depending on the severity of the 
offense. Residents who observe violations are encouraged 
to contact local authorities to report unsafe burning 
practices. 
 
The ODNR Division of Forestry offers these safety tips for 
burning debris outdoors:

Ballville Volunteer Fire Department

Know current and future weather conditions; have 
tools and water on hand; and never leave a debris 
burn unattended.

Be informed about state and local burning 
regulations.

Consult the local fire department for additional 
information and safety considerations.

Visit the Ohio Division of Forestry’s website and 
firewise.org for more information and tips on 
protecting your home and community.

Consider safe alternatives for debris disposal, such 
as composting.

If you choose to burn during unrestricted hours, use 
a 55-gallon drum with a weighted screen lid to 
provide an enclosed incinerator.

Remember: “Only you can prevent wildfires!”

The State Fire Marshal and ODNR urge all Ohioans to 
stay informed about the specifics of Ohio’s Burn Ban and 
any additional local restrictions that might be in place. 
For more information, listen to an episode of the Ohio 
Department of Commerce’s podcast “Protecting What 
Matters” by clicking this link.
 
Additional information on the burn ban, permitted activities 
and safe burning practices is available here and information 
on fire prevention is available at com.ohio.gov/fire. 

This article comes from the State of Ohio Fire Marshal’s Office:    

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-1503.18
https://epa.ohio.gov/portals/47/facts/openburn.pdf
https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/safety-conservation/about-odnr/forestry/forestry
https://www.nfpa.org/Education-and-Research/Wildfire/Firewise-USA
https://podcasters.spotify.com/pod/show/ohio-commerce/episodes/Dont-Let-Your-World-Go-Up-in-Smoke--Burn-Ban-Basics--Keeping-You-Safe-Outdoors-e22uhf5
https://com.ohio.gov/divisions-and-programs/state-fire-marshal
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Yesteryears - Ballville Township’s School District

BALLVILLE CHATTER

In 1833, Ballville Township had its first schoolhouse built 
on River Rd.  Tindall Schoolhouse was located on Daniel 
Tindall’s property.  During the same year, the Babione 
Schoolhouse was built at the intersection of Morrison 
and Tiffin Roads which is the location of Conner Park.  
This was the beginning of the Ballville school district that 
would eventually include thirteen schools throughout the 
Township.  Other schools that are added to the district are 
Batesole school at Smith and Cole Road, and  Myer school 
at Twp. Rd. 193 and Darr Rd. Later around 1840, Power, 
Krugh, Glen Springs, Ballville village, Carr and Dawley 
schools are added to the district.  

Two schools that are built at that time, the Heights school, 
now the old American Legion, and Mudge school, on DeRan 
Road, are still standing today.  The original schools are log 
cabins with puncheon seats and a slated shelf mounted on 
the walls.  The construction of the schools later changed 
to the typical one room schoolhouse we are familiar with. 
Around 1928, the Ballville school district would suspend 
their operations and become part of the consolidation of 
school districts into Sandusky County district.  The Ballville 
Heights school was sold in 1928 ending an era of Ballville 
Township’s school district.


