
CHAPTER 343 - TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWER 
 
1. Pursuant to the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Ohio Revised Code Section 519.211, 
and the Township Trustees being duly notified of a person’s intent to construct a 
Telecommunications Tower in an area zoned “A” or “R” District, this section sets forth 
standards for the Board of Zoning Appeals to consider when reviewing the special use request.  
These minimum standards include: 
 

A. The applicant must provide proof that the proposal to construct a tower or attach 
equipment to an existing structure has been approved by all other agencies and 
governmental entities with jurisdiction (i.e. Federal Communication Commission, 
Federal Aviation Administration, Ohio Department of Transportation). 

 
B. The applicant shall provide proof of notification to adjacent property owners as 

required by the Ohio Revised Code 519.211. 
 

C. The applicant must demonstrate at the time of application that no technically 
suitable and feasible site is available in a nonresidential district and that the site is 
located in the least restrictive district that includes a technically suitable and 
feasible site. 

 
D. The tower and all accessory structures shall be located on a lot so that the distance 

from the base of the tower to any property line or supporting structure of another 
tower or any historically or architecturally significant building is a minimum of 
100 percent of the proposed tower height.  No variance shall be granted from this 
minimum setback requirement. 

 
E. The total height of the tower including any attached equipment or accessories 

such as antennas, etc. shall not exceed seventy-five (75) feet in height. 
 

F. Towers less than seventy-five (75) in height that cannot satisfy this 100 percent 
setback requirement may be approved by the Board of Appeals, provided that the 
applicant present a certification from a registered engineer from the State of Ohio 
that the tower will withstand winds of one hundred (100) miles per hour. 

 
G. Any and all base station equipment, accessory structures, buildings, etc. used in 

conjunction with the tower shall be screened with fencing, masonry, shrubbery or 
other screening materials. 

 
H. The applicant shall notify the Zoning Inspector within 30 days of ceasing 

operations at the site and shall remove all structures within 60 days of ceasing 
operations. 

 
I. No advertising or illumination other than that required by law may be located on 

the structure or on the required screening. 
 



J. An inspection report prepared by a qualified engineer licensed by the State of 
Ohio shall be submitted to the Zoning Office every five (5) years which details 
the structural integrity of all towers and support structures on the property.  The 
results of such inspections shall be provided to the Ballville Township Trustees 
and the Township Zoning Inspector.  Based upon results of an inspection, the 
Township Trustees may require repair or removal of a communication tower.  
Any and all necessary repairs to the tower and/or support structures shall be made 
within a seven (7) day period or the tower and/or structures shall be removed.  
The tower owner (applicant) is responsible to cover the cost of all inspections, 
repair and/or removal. 

 
K. The unstaffed storage building and/or unit that houses transmitting equipment is 

considered an accessory use and/or structure.  Setbacks for accessory 
uses/structures will comply with distances in the zoned district of the tower 
location.  These facilities may not include offices, long-term vehicle storage, other 
outdoor storage, or broadcast studios except for emergency purposes, or other 
uses that are needed to send or receive transmissions. 

 
L. A six (6) foot safety fence with a locked gate surrounding the tower is required.  

If high voltage is necessary, signs must be posted every twenty (20) feet along the 
fence saying, “Danger - High Voltage.”  The operator must also post “NO 
TRESPASSING” signs.  
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