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ARTICLE 50: BOARD OF ZONING COMMISSION   
 

 
Section 50.01 Purpose 

1. This section provides under ORC § 519.04-519.06 the ability of a township to 
appoint a Board of Zoning Commission, further referred to as the Commission, to 
oversee the zoning regulations of a township. 

 
Section 50.02 Establishment of the Board of Zoning Commission 
 

1. The Board of Township Trustees under ORC § 519.01 to 519.99 of the Revised 
Code shall create and establish a Township Zoning Commission.  
 
1.1 The Commission shall be composed of five (5) members who reside in the 

unincorporated area of the township. 
 

1.2 Members shall serve a five (5) year term with the term of one (1) member 
expiring at the end of each year. 

 
1.3 The Board of Township Trustees may appoint two (2) alternate members to 

the Commission for a term of five (5) years.   
 

A. An alternate member shall take the place of an absent regular member at 
any meeting of the township zoning commission, according to procedures 
prescribed by resolution by the board of township trustees. 
 

B. An alternate member shall meet the same appointment criteria as a 
regular member. When attending a meeting on behalf of an absent 
member, the alternate member may vote on any matter on which the 
absent member is authorized to vote. 

 
2. The Commission shall hold an annual election for the purpose of selecting its 

officers.  A Chairperson, Vice Chairperson shall be elected at the first meeting of 
each calendar year. The Zoning Inspector shall serve the role of Secretary. 
 

3. Vacancies shall be filled by the Trustees and shall be for the time remaining in 
the unexpired term. 
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Section 50.03 Powers and Duties of the Board of Zoning Commission 
 

1. The Commission shall initiate proposed amendments to the Zoning Resolution 
and/or the official Zoning Map.  
 

2. The Commission shall review all proposed zoning text and map amendments to 
the Zoning Resolution and make recommendations to the Board of Township 
Trustees.  
 

3. The Commission shall present the recommendations for the carrying out by the 
board of township trustees of the powers, purpose and provisions set forth in 
section 519.01 to 519.99, inclusive of the Revised Code, including additions to 
territory in which a township zoning plan is in effect.  
 

4. The Commission shall organize and adopt rules for the transaction of its business 
and keep a record of its actions and determinations.   
 

5. The Commission shall review all development plans as required by the 
resolution. 

 
Section 50.05 Public Hearings 
 

1. Before certifying its recommendation of a zoning plan to the board of township 
trustees, the Zoning Commission shall hold at least one public hearing. 
 

2. Notice of which shall be given by one publication at least thirty (30) days before 
the date of such hearing, using one of the following methods: 
 
2.1 In print or digital edition of one or newspaper of general circulation in the 

township. 
 

2.2 On the official public notice web site established under ORC section 125.182 
of the Revised Code. 
 

2.3 On the web site and social media account of the township.   
 

2.4 The notice shall state the place and time at which the text and/or maps of 
the proposed zoning resolution may be examined.  
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Section 50.06 Voting  

1. A quorum shall consist of at least three (3) members of the Commission and a 
concurring vote for action on all matters.  

 
Section 50.07 Meetings 

1. All meetings and hearings of the Commission shall be open to the public. 
 

2. The Commission shall keep minutes of all proceedings showing the votes and 
facts of the meeting.   

 
 


