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In the fall of 2025, we held public budget hearings and 
considered the budget requests submitted by our 
department heads.  We unanimously approved our 
2026 annual budget in the amount of $3,857,286.13. 

At Chudzinski-Johannsen Park, a new 16-foot octagon 
gazebo located in the middle of the park was constructed 
by the Township’s workforce.  Site work around the 
gazebo will be completed in 2026 to include a concrete 
patio with benches and lighting to enhance the area.

The walking paths will continue to be constructed 
throughout the park. To date, 1.4 miles have been built 
and filled with asphalt grindings. Construction on the 
rest of the paths will continue throughout the year, 
working towards our goal of 2.5 miles of walking paths.  
When completed, we will be applying for a grant to 
pave the paths.  Near the large parking lot, a pavilion 
will be added, and reservations will be available to 
book the pavilion for rent.  The structure will be 24 
feet by 30 feet and designed to blend in with the setting 
of the park. Other smaller amenities are also planned 
for the park to enhance your walking experience.  

We applied and are in the process of being awarded 
grant money to remove the dilapidated structure 
at Hydraulic Park.  That structure  was deemed 
unstable and was being utilized for cold storage 
items.  As a result of the impending demolition, we 
have recently applied for State Capital Appropriation 
monies for two projects ~ (1) To erect a new Cold 
Storage Facility that will be located next to the Salt 
Shed on Tiffin Road, and (2) A Building Infrastructure 
Preservation Project at Oakwood Cemetery. 

In September of 2017, Ballville Township bought 3 
acres of land across from the township house on 
Tiffin Road.  The property will eventually be the future 
Maintenance Facility for the Township.  Presently, 
we have equipment and materials stored throughout 
the Township due to a lack of room at our present 
site.  We were able to build a salt shed which holds 
1,600 tons of salt for the roads (previously we could 
only store 200 tons, and the rest was stored by the 
City of Fremont).  In the winter, Ballville uses about 
400 tons of salt on average.  Our goal is to centralize 
our entire operations in one location to be more 
efficient. The increased salt storage capacity enables 
us to buy larger quantities of salt when pricing 
is low and not purchase salt when prices are high.  
 

In 2025, we built up the maintenance facility site with 
over 4,000 tons of asphalt grindings we received 
from various projects. Our workforce spread the 
grinding, along with constructing a detention pond.  
Arborvitaes were planted around the paved site to 
add a little green and buffer the view from the public.  
The Township saved over $100,000 in stone cost by 
using the recycled material.  This year, construction 
will include starting a second detention pond and 
continuing to fill the site with grindings.  A storm sewer 
system will be added once the site work is completed.

In 2025, Ballville completed two storm sewer projects, 
one on Timpe Road and the other on Roselawn Drive.  
The Timpe Road project was a major undertaking, 
with the installation of approximately three-quarters 
of a mile of piping.  Timpe Road was considered 
one of the worst flooding areas in the County.  

Roselawn Drive received a new storm sewer 
system for the street.  The area never had a storm 
sewer from the date the subdivision was dedicated.  
The project was completed in the late summer.  
Shortly thereafter, subdivision roads ~ Martin, 
Frederick, Glendale, and Roselawn were paved.

We unanimously approved updates to several of 
our zoning regulations, which include banning 
Data Centers located in Ballville Township.  We 
are attempting to jump into the modern age 
by accepting online credit card payments for 
zoning applications and shelter rentals, as well as 
accepting cash and checks.  The goal is to eventually 
accept credit cards for all available services.  

This spring at Connor Park, weather permitting, 
the residents will see four new gazebos replacing 
existing decaying structures.  The new gazebos will 
be a 10-foot octagon structure coated with a vinyl 
material, and the roof will be constructed of metal.  
They will provide an attractive feature to the park.

The two tennis courts will see a change this 
year.  One of the tennis courts will be converted 
into two pickleball courts.  All courts will be 
rejuvenated with new paint on the surfaces.

Mary Ann Reser and Bob Kusmer were re-
elected as Trustees for a four-year term starting 
January 1, 2026, and ending December 31, 2029.  

BALLVILLE TOWNSHIP 
TRUSTEES:

CHAIRMAN ~ MARY ANN RESER 

VICE CHAIRMAN ~ BOB KUSMER 

TRUSTEE ~ RICH FARMER

Township Contact 
Information

•	 Township address - 2220 
Tiffin Rd., Fremont, OH

•	 Township House phone 
number is 419-332-7830

•	 Township email address 
ballville@gmail.com

•	 Township Trustee meeting 
dates are the first and 
third Tuesday of each 
month at 5:30 pm

•	 Township shop hours are 
Monday through Friday. 
7:00 am to 3:30 pm
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The Role of the Prosecutor’s Office
Representing Elected Officials, Townships to the Courts

The Sandusky County Prosecutor, much like my counterparts in all the other Counties, has 
a great deal of responsibility along with clients that we don’t get to pick. Under the Ohio 
Revised Code Section 309.09, it lists the many clients of the Prosecutor’s office.  Specifically, 
the Prosecutor represents the board of county commissioners, the board of elections, all other 
county officers and boards, and all tax-supported public libraries, and any of them may require 
written opinions or instructions from the prosecuting attorney in matters connected with their 
official duties. The prosecuting attorney shall prosecute and defend all suits and actions that any 
such officer, board, or tax-supported library brings.
	
My office is also the legal advisor for all township officers, boards, and commissions- unless they 
determine that they wish to pay for outside legal services. That with the commissioners’ blessing, 
the Prosecutor also can provide legal advice to the Board of Health, the airport, the land bank, 
and the park district.

In Sandusky County, my office also oversees the Sandusky County Drug Task Force.

My office also prosecutes criminal misdemeanors and traffic cases at Sandusky County County 
Court, Felony arraignments and preliminary hearings at the Fremont Municipal Court, all felony 
and injunctive actions at the Court of Common Pleas, and juvenile delinquency matters with 
the Juvenile Court.  For Townships, my office also provides support and enforcement for any 
zoning enforcement actions, as well as concerns that property is a public nuisance.  Additionally, 
we prosecute or represent the interests of the Sandusky County Humane agent in all matters 
alleging animal neglect or efforts to have a vicious animal deemed as such.

We are, in every sense, have great responsibility to each client and to all members of the 
communities that our clients serve.

Happy Birthday America 

On July 4, 2026, the United States will celebrate its 250th anniversary (Semiquincentennial) of 
the Declaration of Independence.  Festivities, including tall ship sailings, concerts, and nationwide 
community events, are planned for this extraordinary celebration. The celebration aims to 
engage all Americans, with major events in cities like Philadelphia and Washington DC.  

For events planned in Ohio, you can visit https://america250-ohio.org/.

The Sandusky County’s Visitors Bureau has a calendar of events designed to keep our local 
county residents busy by visiting https://www.sanduskycounty.org/am250.

And as always, the City of Fremont will celebrate with a parade and fireworks…

Fun fact:  Many historians note that July 2, 1776, was actually when independence was voted 
on - but July 4 became the official celebration date because that’s when the final declaration 
document was adopted.

https://america250-ohio.org/
https://www.sanduskycounty.org/am250
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Business Feature

Don’t Forget to Vote ~ Primary Election

Why Zoning and Planning – Zoning Inspector Troy Thatcher 

The Trustees would like to feature businesses located in Ballville in our newsletters each time 
we publish.  If you are a business located in Ballville Township and would like to be featured in 
our newsletter, please send a letter of interest to:  

Ballville Township Trustees
2220 Tiffin Rd.
Fremont, OH  43420
or email trustees@ballville.org

Tuesday, May 5, 2026, is the Primary Election Day.  Early voting begins on Tuesday, April 7, 2026, 
and ends on Sunday, May 3rd at 5:00 p.m.  The Board of Elections has extended its hours to 
accommodate early voting.  Feel free to visit the Sandusky County Board of Elections, for 
more detailed information regarding absentee ballots, early voting, in-person voting, and a list 
of candidates.

Zoning Ordinances exist in part to retain the character and to protect the property values 
of all residents and businesses in Ballville Township.  Data Centers have been a hot topic 
of conversation on the news and at our Sandusky County Township Association meetings.  
The good news is that the Ballville Township Trustees have unanimously agreed to ban Data 
Centers in Ballville Township.

Many zoning questions can be answered by visiting the our website and clicking on the 
Zoning tab.  Zoning applications can be completed and the fee paid entirely online.

Please email zoning@ballville.org or call 419.680.1366 with questions. 

BALLVILLE CHATTER

Fiscal Officer – Tom Ackerman

Thomas G Ackerman was sworn into the office of Fiscal Officer for Ballville Township on 
December 1 , 2019.

The Township Fiscal Officer is an elected official and is independent of the Township Trustees. 
The Trustees have the legislative authority in the township, and the Fiscal Officer must keep 
an accurate record of all township accounts and transactions. It is the responsibility of the 
Fiscal Officer to comply strictly with the legal requirements as set forth in the Ohio Revised 
Code to establish and practice rules for efficient management of the office and follow good 
accounting practices in maintaining records and accounts. The Ohio Revised Code states 
several duties of the Fiscal Officer including, but not limited to:

Mr. Ackerman can be reached at ballvillefiscalofficer@yahoo.com or (419) 552-9108.

1.	Keeping accurate records of the proceedings of Township meetings;

2.	Keeping accurate records of all accounts and transactions of the Township parks, 
roads, zoning, cemeteries, and administrative departments;

3.	Issuing all purchase orders and warrants/checks for every purchase;

4.	Preparing payroll.

https://sanduskycountyoh.gov/index.php?page=board-of-elections
https://www.ballville.org/
https://forms.ballville.org/
mailto:ballvillefiscalofficer%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Shelter House Rentals – Conner Park

Adopt a Tree at Conner Park

Conner Park’s All Wheel Car Show - Save the Date

Ballville Volunteer Fire Department

Help us Find Your House in an Emergency

For the year 2026, if you would like to reserve one of three shelter houses at Conner Park ~ 
call 419-332-7830, and we can see if your date is open. Ballville Residents pay $60.00 for the day, 
and non-residents pay $70.00 for the day. A rental is an all-day event in one of the three shelters 
located at Conner Park.  Reservations cannot be made more than a year in advance.

Trees at Conner Park can be adopted for a one-time tax-deductible donation of $350.00. 
Included with this donation will be a plaque placed at the base of the tree with an inscription of 
the donor’s choice. 

For more information, contact the Ballville Township House at 419-332-7830.

The 4th annual “CONNER PARK’S ALL WHEEL CAR SHOW” will be held on Saturday, 
September 26, 2026.  The event takes place at Conner Park, 2220 Tiffin Road in Fremont, Ohio. 
Times are from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm.  Come out and see all the antique and classic wheeled 
vehicles, or register your classic vehicle.  First (50) entries will receive a 2026 dash plaque.  
Driver choice awards will be given out for the Favorite Car, Truck, Tractor, Motorcycle, Most 
Unique, and Best Muffler Rap.  50/50 raffle will take place.  

For more information, email Kerry at emily.milo45@gmail.com or call 419-704-6073. 

To make a reservation at the Ballville Community Hall, located at 1413 W. Cole Road, just call 
419-680-0614. The building can accommodate up to (113) people for your event.  There are two 
prices available as follows:

Ballville Fire has the green reflective mailbox number signs that you can attach to your mailbox 
for better visibility during nighttime hours. These reflective signs can assist the Fire Department, 
EMS, and Law Enforcement to locate your house in an emergency. Price is $20.00.

•	 1st price time is from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm -  8 hours for $250.00.  $150.00 for the 
rental and $100.00 deposit (you’ll get back if everything is good with the hall after 
your reservation).  

•	 2nd price is an all-day event.  8:00 am to midnight ~ 16 hours for $400.00.  $300.00 for 
the rental and $100.00 deposit.

mailto:emily.milo45%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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Cemeteries: Chad Lindsay – Sexton

BALLVILLE CHATTER

Hello, my name is Jesse Olmsted. I was born in Ridgefield, 
Connecticut, on Dec. 24, 1792. That would put me at 234 
years young this year. Unfortunately, I passed Nov. 9, 1860, at 
the age of 67. 

From  Connecticut, I moved to Albany, New York, where at a 
young age I became a bookkeeper and accountant, learning 
the merchant trade.  In 1817, my brother George and I moved 
to Lower Sandusky, which is now Fremont, Ohio.  We arrived 
with  Carpenters and Coopers and $27.00 US dollars in our 
pockets.  In downtown Fremont, we built a Merchant Trade 
Store.  We sold dry goods, groceries, hardware, crockery, 
liquors, and wines. We traded with Native Americans for pelts, 
and we shipped some of the first hogs and wheat to Buffalo, 
New York, via the rivers and lakes.

I was married in Fremont, and we raised three children. As one 
of my sons grew up and took over the business, I ventured 
into positions such as County Treasurer, Associate Judge, and 
various other legal positions. 

Originally, my tombstone stood tall and strong.   In the winter 
of 2025-2026, my 166-year-old tombstone  cracked apart, and 
I fell to the earth below. 

The employees of Ballville Township and Oakwood Cemetery 
came to my rescue. They lifted my stone up with machines 
that weren’t familiar to me.   They carefully hauled me into a 
heated building for the winter, where they chipped all my old 
concrete away to give me a facelift, including a new 7” deep 
concrete frame to help hold me up for another 166 years. 
As the weather warms up, I will venture back to my original 
resting spot with my new frame and foundation, where I will 
stand strong for many years to come.
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Artificial Intelligence – AI

Just exactly what is AI?  Artificial Intelligence (AI) is a field of computer science dedicated to 
creating systems capable of performing tasks that typically require human intelligence. These 
tasks include reasoning, learning, problem-solving, finding meaning in complex data, understanding 
language, recognizing images, and making decisions.   Unlike traditional software that follows a 
strict “if-then” set of rules, AI uses algorithms - specifically Machine Learning and Neural 
Networks - to identify patterns and make decisions autonomously. 1 In plain English, it is a 
powerful tool designed to assist humans in Managing life tasks.  

You may be familiar with OpenAI and Google Gemini. As of early 2026, the rivalry between 
OpenAI and Google Gemini has matured into a battle between “Precision Reasoning” 
and “Massive Data Processing.” While OpenAI’s GPT models are often cited for their logic 
and polished output. It is often seen as the stronger all-around conversational and creative 
AI, especially for writing, research, and developer tools.  Google Gemini shines for real-time 
knowledge, large-context tasks, multimodal understanding, ecosystem productivity, and broader 
product integration. 2

Is AI considered a blessing or a curse?  Its impact depends on how humans design, regulate, and 
use it.  

AI is like electricity or the internet.  In the right hands, it can transform the world in a positive 
manner.  Misused or poorly regulated it can cause destruction and harm.  It isn’t that the 
technology is good or bad, it is the human decision behind it. 

1  Google Gemini
2  Open AI

Blessing Curse

Healthcare Breakthroughs Job Displacement

Education and Access to Knowledge Misinformation and Privacy Concerns

Safety and Automation Bias and Ethical Risks

Productivity and Innovation Eradicate Critical Thinking Skills


