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ARTICLE 27: SIGNS  
 

Section 27.01 Purpose 

1. This section provides standards for sizing and the placement of signs.  These provisions 
are to protect the public with safety standards and controlling adverse effects of 
signage. These regulations are intended to protect property values, create a more 
attractive economic and business climate, enhance and protect the physical appearance 
of the community and preserve the scenic and natural beauty of designated areas. 

 
Section 27.02  Measurement Of Sign 

1. The surface of a sign shall be computed as follows: 
 
1.1 The measurement of a sign including the entire area within a regular geometric form 

or combinations of regular geometric forms comprising of all of the display area of 
the sign and including all of the elements of the matter displayed. 

 
1.2 Frames and structural members not being advertised shall not be included in the 

computation of the surface area.   
 
1.3 For purposes of these regulations, the area of double-faced signs shall be calculated 

as one face of the sign surface, provided the areas of both sides are identical and 
both sides advertise the same product or service. 

 
1.4 Signs comprised of individual letters, figures or numbers on a wall or similar surface 

of a building or structure,  the sign area shall encompass a regular, or combination of 
regular’s shapes which form the perimeter of the display. 

 
1.5 The height of a sign shall be measured from the base of the sign or supportive 

structure at its point of attachment from the natural ground elevation to the top 
most element of the sign.  

 
 
Section 27.03 Prohibited Signs 

1. The following types of signs are prohibited in all districts: 
 
1.1 Abandon signs. 

 
1.2 Signs animated with flashing lights, string of lights or air activated attraction, 

excluding digital reader signs. 
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1.3   Temporary and Portable Signs except as provided under Section 27.16 
 

1.4   Any sign that interferes with the travelling public. 
 

1.5   Signs similar to traffic control signage that could cause confusion. 
 

1.6   Signs the emits audible sound, smoke, gas and/or odor. 
 

1.7 No sign shall contain words, images, or graphic illustrations of an obscene nature. 
No sign shall contain coarse, vulgar, or profane language. 

 
1.8   Any sign installed improperly. 

 
1.9   Signs mounted on trees, poles or painted on rocks or natural features. 

 
1.10 Except for identification signs on 

agriculture no sign or billboard shall be 
placed on the wall or the roof of any 
building or structure of fence. 

 
1.11 No sign shall be located in the road right-

of-way.  
 

1.12 Advertising signs attached to, painted on 
or placed on a stationary motor vehicle, 
trailer, or other licensed or unlicensed 
vehicle or conveyance which is located in 
such a manner to serve exclusively as a 
permanent, temporary, or portable sign 

 
 Section 27.04 Non-Conforming Signs 

1. Any signs that existed before Ballville Township zoning as established in 1971 that does 
not conform to the zoning regulations is exempted.  A non-conforming sign of billboard 
shall be maintained of repaired in accordance with the following provision: 
 
1.1 The size and structure shape shall not be changed or altered. 

 
1.2 The copy on the sign may change and still keep its non-conforming use.  The copy may 

not be enlarged on the sign and would consider an alteration.  The sign would be 
required to be brought into compliance. 
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1.3 If the sign becomes damage to the extent of fifty (50%) percent or more, it shall be 
brought into compliance.  This includes the sign’s structure or foundation. The sign 
shall be repaired if less than fifty (50%) percent or bought into compliance if over fifty 
(50%) percent within ninety (90) days after notification from the zoning inspector. 

 
1.4 If a sign is associated with an abandon building, structure or use, it shall be removed 

within ninety (90) days and terminate its non-conforming use. 
 

Section 27.05 General 
      1. The regulations contained herein shall apply to all signs and all zoning districts. 
 

1.1 Except as otherwise provided herein, no sign shall be erected, structurally altered, or 
have a change in the business name and/or copy without first obtaining a Zoning 
Certificate for such sign from the Zoning Inspector.  Repainting, replacement of parts 
and preventive maintenance shall not require a Zoning Certificate. 

 
1.2 No sign shall be placed in a public right-of-way except government owned signs such as 

traffic control signs. 
 
1.3 All signs shall meet the districts setback requirement unless otherwise specified. 
 
1.4 All signs shall be outside the visibility triangle on a corner lot that extends fifty (50) in 

each direction. 
 
1.5 All signs shall meet the vertical and horizontal clearance requirements of local utility 

companies. 
 
1.6 Should any sign become unsafe or in danger of falling, the owner thereof or the person 

maintaining same, shall upon receipt of written notice from the Zoning Inspector, 
proceed at once to put such sign in a safe and secure condition or remove the sign 
within thirty (30) days of the notice. 

 
1.7 No sign shall be placed on the roof of any building, except those whose supporting 

structure is screened so the sign appears to be a continuation of the face of the 
building. 

 
1.8 No projecting sign shall be erected or maintained from the face of a building more than 

two (2) feet. 
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1.9 Signs designed to preserve the architectural and/or aesthetic character of a structure 
or site, as determined by the Township, may be permitted upon review at the time of 
issuance of a Zoning Certificate. 

 
1.10 Movable or portable signs may be permitted if all other requirements are met. 
 
1.11 The regulations of signs along interstate and primary highways shall conform to the 

requirement of the Ohio revised code, chapter 5516, and the regulations adopted 
pursuant thereto. 

 
Section 27.06  Exemptions, Not Requiring A Zoning Certificate 

1. The following signs shall be permitted in any district and shall not require a zoning 

certificate: 
 
1.1 Government signs erected by the Township, County, State or Federal agencies as part 

of their governmental responsibility. 
 

1.2 Window signs that show address numbers and lettering showing store hours that are 
not illuminated are exempted from a zoning certificate. 

 
1.3 REAL ESTATE SIGNS  

A. Real estate signs are permitted in all districts.  
B. Properties in all residential districts, shall be permitted one (1) sign advertising the 

sale, lease, or rental of the property on which the sign is located shall not exceed 
16 (sixteen) square feet per face.  

C. Properties in all commercial or industrial districts shall be permitted one (1) sign 
advertising the sale, lease, or rental of the property on which the sign is located 
and shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area per side and eight (8) feet 
in height. 

D. No sign shall be in the road right-of-way. 
E. All sign shall be removed thirty (30) days after a sale. 
 

1.4 GARAGE / YARD SALE  
A. Garage/yard signs are permitted in all districts.  
B. All signs not exceeding 6 (six) square feet in area.   
C. Any sale sign mounted on a pole, tree or in the right of way shall be removed.   
D. All sale signs shall be removed three (3) days after the sale. 
 

1.5 CANDIDATE/ELECTION SIGNS  
A. Candidate/election signs are permitted in all districts.  
B. No sign shall exceed 32 (thirty-two) square feet in area. 
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C. Any sign mounted on a pole, tree or in the right of way shall be removed.   
D. Signs shall not be illuminated in any way. 
E. All signs shall be removed three (3) days after the election. 

 
1.6 ADDRESS SIGN  

A. An address sign displaying the house number for a dwelling shall not exceed two 
(2) square feet in area.   

B. An address sign displaying the business number in a commercial or industrial 
district shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area.  
 

1.7 FLAGSPOLES 
A. In residential districts, flagpoles shall not exceed a maximum of twenty-five (25) 

feet in height. 
B. In commercial districts,  flagpoles shall not exceed a maximum of thirty-five (35) 

feet in height. 
C. In Industrial districts,  flagpoles shall not exceed a maximum of fifty (50) feet. 

 
1.8 PEDESTRIAN DIRECTIONAL SIGN 

A. Pedestrian Directional signs shall contain no advertising, may be 
posted in a multi-family or nonresidential development. 

B. The sign provided do not exceed four (4) square feet per side, 
are at least 20 feet from the street right-of-way line, and cause 
no visibility problems. 
 

1.9 VEHICULAR DIRECTIONAL SIGN 
A. Vehicular directional signs which provide directional assistance 

to access a multi-family or nonresidential development. 
B. No sign shall exceed six (6) square feet in sign area. 
C. All signs shall be set back a minimum of 10 feet from any street 

right-of-way or adjoining property line and shall comply 
regarding traffic visibility. 

D. No signs or any portion of the structure they may be integral with, shall exceed 
four (4) feet in height. 

 

Section 27.07 Monument Sign 
1. Ground signs require zoning certificate and shall comply with 

the following standards; 
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1.1 One monument sign per front yard for a 
principal building/structure permitted in all 
agriculture, conservation, commercial and 
industrial districts. 
 

1.2 Monument signs may not exceed thirty-two 
(32) square feet per side, two (2) sides 
maximum.  

 
1.3 The maximum height of the monument sign shall be four (4) feet.  
 
1.4 The minimum setback from a road right-of-way is ten (10) feet. 
 
1.5 A sign shall have a minimum setback of twenty (20) feet from an adjoining property 

line.  If next to a residential district the setback shall be fifty (50) feet from an adjoining 
property line. 

 
1.6 Where two (2) signs are proposed on a corner lot, the minimum setback from any 

intersecting street right-of-way lines shall be a fifty (50) feet visibility triangle for sight 
and visibility requirements. 

 
1.7 Signs may be lighted but the following are prohibited, animated with flashing lights, 

string of lights. 
 
1.8 The sign shall be skirted to the ground with materials similar to the principal structure 

on the parcel. 
 
Section 27.08 Entrance Monument Signs 

1. All proposed subdivision/development entrance signs shall require a zoning certification 
and comply with the following standards:  
 

1.1 The maximum height of an entrance structure shall be four (4) feet from grade. 
 

1.2 Signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet per face and a maximum of two (2) 
signs per entrance. 
 

1.3 The minimum setback shall be ten (10) feet from the proposed street right-of-way. 
 
1.4 A clear site distance must be maintained relative to both vehicular and pedestrian 

traffic. 
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1.5 Signs may be illuminated but the following are prohibited, animated with flashing 
lights, string of lights 

 
1.6 The developer shall show proof of an established Homeowners Association (HOA) 

mechanism to ensure the ongoing maintenance of the entire entrance structure and 
associated landscaping.  The document shall be submitted to the Zoning Inspector as 
part of the sign permit application.  The entrance feature shall include foundation and 
landscape plantings the entire length of the feature.  Ballville Township shall not be 
responsible for any signs and/or landscaping. 

 
Section 27.09 Digital Reader Signs 

1. Digital reading signs shall be subject to the following restrictions:  
 
1.1 No signs are permitted in a R1, R2and R3 residential district, except for government 

buildings, churches, fire stations, libraries and schools. 
 

1.2 One sign per front yard is permitted in R3, R4, LB, Conservation and Agriculture 
districts. 

 
1.3 Signs are permitted in GB, LI and HI districts. 

 
1.4 Digital reader sign shall be limited to ground signs. 

 
1.5 The message and or image shall be programmed so 

that the sign changes no more than ever eight (8) 
seconds. 

 
1.6 Digital reader sign shall be used only on-premise 

and only one (1) per property. 
 
1.7 There shall be no effects of movement, flashing, 

rotating, scrolling, change illumination intensity, or similar effects in the message and 
or image. 

 
1.8 Changes of image shall be instantaneous as seen by the human eye and shall not use 

fading, rolling, window shading, dissolving or other similar effects as part of the 
change. 

 
1.9 Video technology in signs shall use automatic leveling controls to reduce light levels at 

night and under cloudy or darkening conditions. 
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1.10  Any sign using electronic or electro-mechanical technology for changeable copy 
message board, which malfunction or cease to operate in its usual or programable 
matter, shall be repaired of disconnected within forty-eight (48) hours by the owner 
or operator of the sign.  

 
Section 27.10 Ground Signs 

1. The signs in residential and agriculture districts shall be required to get a zoning 
certification and comply with the following standards:  
 

1.1 No signs are permitted in a R1 and R2 residential 
district, except for government buildings, churches, 
fire stations, libraries and schools. 
 

1.2 One sign per front yard is permitted in R3, R4, 
Conservation and Agriculture districts. 

 
1.3 A sign shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet 

in area on one side, two sides maximum. 
 
1.4 The maximum height of the sign shall be eight (8) 

feet. 
 
1.5 The sign shall have a minimum front setback ten 

(10) from the right-of-way. 
 
1.6 Signs shall have a minimum of fifty (50) feet from adjoining side lot. 
 
1.7 Ground signs shall be no wider than the base of the structure. 
 
1.8 Signs shall be skirted to the ground. 

 
2. The signs in commercial and industrial districts shall be required to get a zoning 

certification and comply with the following standards:  
 

1.1 One ground sign is permitted in LB district not to exceed thirty-two (32) feet in area on 
one side, maximum of two (2) sides. 
 

1.2 The maximum height of the sign shall be eight (8) feet.  
 
1.3 The sign shall have a minimum front setback ten (10) from the right-of-way. 
 
1.4 Signs shall have a minimum of fifty (50) feet from adjoining side lot. 
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1.5 Ground signs shall be no wider than the base of the structure. 

 
1.6 Signs shall be skirted to the ground. 

 
1.7 One ground sign is permitted in GB, LI and HI districts not to exceed fifty (50) feet in 

area on one side, maximum of two (2) sides. 
 
1.8 The maximum height of the sign shall be eight (8) feet.  
 
1.9 The sign shall have a minimum front setback ten (10) from the right-of-way. 
 
1.10 Signs shall have a minimum of twenty (20) feet from adjoining side lot. 
 
1.11 Ground signs shall be no wider than the base of the structure. 
 
1.12 Signs shall be skirted to the ground. 

 
1.13 One ground sign is permitted in GB, LI and HI districts for large floor structures. 
 
1.14 The sign shall have a minimum front setback ten (10) from the right-of-way. 
 
1.15 Signs shall have a minimum of fifty (50) feet from adjoining side lot. 
 

 
1.16 No  two (2) business signs shall be no closer than one hundred (100) feet from each 

other. 

 
Section 27.11 Wall Signs 

1. The following wall signs either integral or attached, projecting or awning signs are 
permitted and shall get a zoning certificate in commercial and industrial districts: 
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1.1 No sign shall project more than two (2) feet        

beyond any building façade or wall. 
 

1.2 No sign shall project above the roof line. 
 
1.3  Signs in Limited Business (LB) and General 

Business (GB) districts the maximum permitted 
area for signs attached to a building shall be one 
and one-half (1.5) square feet for every lineal foot of building frontage. This maximum 
area shall be the sum of the areas of all identification signs attached to the building, 
including awning and canopy signs.  Notwithstanding the above standard, each 
building shall be permitted a minimum of 40 square feet of identification signs 
attached to the building. 

 
1.4 Signs in industrial districts the maximum permitted area for signs attached to a 

building shall be two (2) square feet for every lineal foot of building frontage. This 
maximum area shall be the sum of the areas of all identification signs attached to the 
building.  Notwithstanding the above standard, each building shall be permitted a 
minimum of forty (40) square feet of identification signs attached to the building. No 
sign shall exceed five hundred (500) square feet. 

 
1.5 Corner or double frontage lots (including 

limited access ) a maximum of two wall 
signs shall be permitted.  Each wall shall 
face a public right-of-way. The maximum 
area shall meet the requirements for each 
district as permitted in this section. 

 
1.6 Wall signs in residential districts are prohibited, except for government building, 

churches, fire stations, libraries and schools. Signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) 
square feet facing a public right-of-way.  If a building is located on a corner or double 
frontage lot, wall signs shall be permitted on each wall facing a public right-of-way and 
shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet on each wall.  A maximum of two wall shall 
be permitted. 

 
Section 27.12  Window Signs 

1. All window sign located within a building spaced two (2) feet inside a window and position 
to be visible from outside of any window shall be deemed a window sign and shall be 
require a zoning certificate. 
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1.1 Window Signs. The maximum permitted area 
for permanent identification signs placed in 
or painted on a window shall be 25 percent 
of the window area.  

 
1.2 Address numbers and lettering showing 

store hours that are not illuminated are 
exempted from a zoning certificate. 

 
1.3 Window sign shall only be allowed facing a 

public road. 
 
Section 27.13  Home Occupation Sign 

1. The following signs shall be permitted in any districts: 
 
1.1 The sign shall be affixed to a building only. (no freestanding sign shall be  
      allowed). 
 
1.2 The sign shall not exceed 6 (six) square feet. 

 
1.3 The sign shall not be illuminated in any matter. 

 
1.4 Only one sign per residential site. 

 
Section 27.14  Development Construction Sign 

1. A permit is required for a construction sign. 
 

1.1 Construction signs are permitted in all 
districts. 

 
1.2 No sign shall be erected in the right-of-way 

of the public road. 
 
1.3 No sign shall be erected in such a location 

to obstruct the public’s sight creating a 
driving hazard. 

 
1.4 The sign shall not be erected more than sixty (60) days before construction.  Plus, 

during the construction period. 
 

1.5 The sign shall be removed within thirty (30) weeks following the grand opening. 
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1.6 The size of a sign shall not exceed a maximum of thirty-two (32) square feet per sign. 
 
1.7 Construction signs shall not be illuminated in any manner.  
 
1.8 Commercial and industrial signs subject to Ohio Basic Building Code and Ohio revised 

code shall conform to their regulations. 
 

Section 27.15 Billboard and Off-Premise Signs 

1. Outdoor advertising off-premise billboard signs shall be permitted but are subject to any 
applicable State or Federal laws and the following provisions:  

 
1.1 Billboard are permitted in agriculture, general business and 

industrial districts. 
 

1.2 Billboard may not be constructed within one hundred (100) 
feet of any highway intersection of railroad grade crossing. 
 

1.3 No sign except those placed and maintained by the 
Township, County, State or Federal Government shall be 
located in, overhang or encroach into any public right-of-
way. 

 
1.4 All sign shall be setback a minimum of one hundred (100) feet from the road right-of-

way. 
 
1.5 Billboard signs may be no larger than five-hundred (500) square feet in area. 
 
1.6 The maximum height of the sign shall not exceed twenty-five (25) feet. 
 
1.7 Any sign illumination shall be directed away from all traffic to prevent glare. 
 
1.8 Billboard signs shall be located no closed than a minimum distance of one thousand 

(1000) feet from and residential district. 
 
1.9 Any billboard with a digital reader may not be located within five thousand (5000) feet 

of any other sign with a digital reader.  
 
Section 27.16 Temporary Signs 

1. The following signs are permitted and shall get a zoning certificate in agriculture, 
conservation, commercial and industrial districts: 
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1.1 No temporary signs are permitted in residential districts except, government building, 

churches, fire stations, libraries and schools. 
 

1.2 One (1) temporary sign may be erected for a period not to exceed fifteen (15) days, no 

more than four (4) times a year.  The zone inspector may approve a different length of 

time, but not to exceed thirty (30) days. 

 

1.3 One sign shall not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet in area per side, maximum is two 

(2) sides. 

 

1.4 Maximum height of the sign is four (4) feet.  

 

1.5 Sign shall be a minimum of ten (10) feet from the road right-of-way. 

 

1.6 Sign shall be a minimum of twenty (20) feet from adjoining property. 

 

1.7 Sign proposed on a corner lot, the minimum setback from any intersecting street right-
of-way lines shall be a fifty (50) feet triangle for sight and visibility requirements. 

 
1.8 Banners shall be exempt from the requirement of a zoning certificate, but will be 

required to follow all the regulations under Section 27.16 Temporary Signs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 27.17 Farm Signs 

1. Farm signs denoting the name and address of the occupants, denoting produce or 
products for sale on the premises, and denoting membership in organizations all of which 
promotes the farm, shall not be required to get a zoning certificate. 
 

2. Advertising signs not part of the farm’s agriculture shall require a zoning certificate. 
 
2.1 Advertising signs may not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet of area per side and all 

other signs shall be limited to four (4) square feet per side. 
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2.2 Billboard signs shall follow section 27.14 Billboards and off premise signs. 

 
2.3 No more than one sign of any type may be allowed, and it shall not be located in the 

road right-of-way.   
 

Section 27.18 Abandon Signs 
1. If any sign or billboard shall become abandon, in any matter defined herein, and will be 

declared a public nuisance by reason of continued of lack of maintenance or use.  Signs 
declared abandon due to deterioration or blight influence on nearby properties.  Abandon 
sign or billboard shall define as meeting any one of the following criteria: 
 
1.1 Any sign associated to abandon nonconforming use. 

 
1.2 Any sign or billboard that remains after the termination of a business.  A business has 

ceased operation if closed to the public for at least one hundred eighty (180) 
consecutive days.  Seasonal business is exempted from this determination. 

 
1.3 Any sign or billboard that is not maintain in accordance with this resolution. 

 


